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"People associated with the disability 

rights movement believe that people 

with disabilities are not helpless

'cripples,' nor are they courageous or 

heroic 'super-achievers.' Most people 

with disabilities are just regularwith disabilities are just regular

people trying to lead meaningful lives, 

not to inspire, nor to be pitied." -- Datillo, 

1994



Kayak Chute 

Scott Murray, Director

Upper Reach-Roanoke River Partners Assoc. 























Yorktown 

The Watermen's Museum

David Niebuhr

Managing Director



Watermen’s Museum

Increasing opportunities for access to 

a high energy marine environment.



The Situation

• The York River is a high-energy shoreline. 

– 3 ft. tide range

– 0-6 ft. wave heights

– Changing beach slope– Changing beach slope



GOAL: Provide as much access as 

possible for our program participants

• No real precedent, no bmp’s

• Balance desired outcomes with reality

• Highly differing ability provides opportunity and 
challengechallenge

• Interviews with disabled paddlers and others lead 
to goal of “as much access” (with acceptance that 
some people will not be able to safely use access 
under any conditions)















With special thanks to:

• National Park Service: Chesapeake Bay 
Gateways  Network Cooperative Agreement #: 
H4250100048

• Boy Scout Troop 179, Yorktown.


